KIDS LAWYER
   HISTORICAL CONNECTION +CIVICS

HISTORICAL CONNECTION
Long ago, when societies became larger, leaders understood that people needed clear rules. In ancient Mesopotamia, a king named Hammurabi created one of the earliest written law codes, more than 3,700 years ago. His laws were posted publicly so people would know what was expected of them.
Later, in England, an important document called the Magna Carta was written in 1215. It taught that even a king must follow the law. These ideas influenced modern governments, including the United States, where the Constitution was written in 1787. 
The main character in Kid Lawyer is doing something people have done for thousands of years — thinking deeply about fairness and rules 
In Yiddishkeit, we also believe that laws must bring justice and order. Rules exist not to punish, but to create a fair society.

The Magna Carta  in Details
The Magna Carta was an important document signed in 1215 in England. Its name means “Great Charter.” At the time, King John of England had a lot of power. He raised taxes, took land, and punished people without fair trials. Many nobles were angry about this. They forced the king to agree to rules that limited his power.

The Magna Carta said that:
-The king must follow the law
-People have the right to a fair trial
-The king cannot raise taxes without agreement
No one is above the law, not even the king
Over time, the ideas in the Magna Carta influenced later documents, including:
The English Bill of Rights
The U.S. Constitution
The Bill of Rights
Today, the Magna Carta is remembered as an important step toward democracy and rule of law.
********************************************************
Although the Magna Carta did not give rights to everyone, it was very important because it was one of the first documents to limit a ruler’s power.
Question: if even the king had to follow the Magna Carte, why it didn't give rights to everyone? Who was the exception?
The Magna Carta limited the king’s power, but it did not give rights to everyone because of who wrote it and why.
Who wrote it?
The Magna Carta was written by English nobles (barons), not by ordinary people.
Why was it written?
The nobles were angry because the king was:
Taking their land
Raising taxes on them
Punishing them unfairly. So they forced the king to agree to rules that protected the nobles, not all people.

Who got rights?
Rich land-owning nobles
Some church leaders
Who did NOT get rights?
Peasants
Poor people
Women
Enslaved people
Most ordinary citizens

Magna Carta is a written agreement signed in 1215 in England that limited the power of the king and stated that even the king must follow the law.
AND NOW…
Work on the Activities in the given Packet.
If you have any questions, feel free to ask Mrs. Shaposhnikov
Good Luck!
